HSNT DAY TRIP TO THE COPPER MINE,
NEAR MT HAYWARD, DALY RIVER AREA

SUNDAY 14 SEPTEMBER 2014

g led by Allan Mitchell, written by Bev Phelts

In 1880, Henry Houschildt, John Landers, Johannes Noltenius and Thomas Schollert found the
copper ore. The miners soon obtained a contract to provide 100 tons of copper ore to Newcastle
(NSW) for assay. In 1884, all four men were killed and another seriously injured by Aboriginals at
the mine. The event led to two trials of Aboriginal men charged with their murders and several
punitive expeditions followed which resulted in massacres of Aboriginals. Noltenius is buried near
the billabong that now bears his name, several kilometres from Survey Creek on the Stuart
Highway side, while Schollert is buried at the mine site.> Also David Stuart who was born in
Scotland in 1865 is buried at the site. Stuart occupation was a miner, so he was most probably
was working at the copper mine when he died. He was married, but his wife predeceased him. He
died of dengue fever on Christmas night (25 Dec) 1906. Stuart was the first European death on
the Daly from natural causes.” There also two other graves of miners Francis Duff who died
in1907 of kidney related problems and Maxamillian Ritter Von Wolff who died at the mining camp
in 1909 of unknown causes.’

Mining equipment at the copper mine

' “The Copper Mine Murders” by Graeme K Lindsay, published by Historical Society of the NT, pp. 1 & 2
? Information from Judy Boland and the NT Genealogical Society
3 . . . .

Information sign at the Copper Mine site



ltinerary

1 7.30am - Muster at BP Palms on the Stuart Highway
1 Coffee stop at Adelaide River

M Go via Dorat Road to the mine site - about 200km from Darwin— bush track 20km into the
site

1 Morning tea stop at the copper mine site -talk by Earl James on the history of the site
and the graves.

i Visit the Noltenius grave at the billabong
1 Head off to Daly River crossing about one hour away from the mine site

1 Stop at Daly River Pub & Xing for lunch and a beer. Visit Nauiyu community and hot
springs about 3 km off the Daly Waters Road near Dorat Road.

1 Afternoon tea and swim at the springs, then head home

How the trip panned out -

The trip took in a visit to the mine site and graves, lunch stop at Daly River pub, a stop at Daly River

Crossing, a visit to Nauiyu community and an unsuccessful hunt for Noltenius’ grave at the billabong.

Al t hough our twenty somet hsprealfagandwidpi @ otmipé es ea we h h
find it. It was not from lack of determination. This turned out to be our only disappointment. We have

since obtained a very detailed description on where to find the grave. However, that will have to be

another day.

At the mine site - Col & Judy Beard, Margaret
Sherwood & Alby Foreman
Judy Boland and Judy Beard




HSNT President, Earl James speaking about the
history of the mine site while we enjoyed morning
tea

At the gravesides of Henry Houschildt died 1884, Thomas
Schollert died 1994, Francis Duff died 1907, Maxamillian
Ritter Von Wolff died 1909 & David Stuart died 1906.

From left: Penny Baird, Earl James, Julie Mastin, Vivien
Joseph, Allan Mitchell, Barry Russell, Francoise Foti &
Kevin Thiele

One of the shafts at the mine site




At Daly River Crossing

From left: Alby Foreman, Mary Fathers, Penny Baird,
Margaret Sherwood, Francoise Foti, Bev Phelts, Barry
Russell, Vivien Joseph, Allan Mitchell, Julie Mastin, Paula
Martin, Col & Judy Beard & Jim Swan

Penny Baird & Vivien Joseph preparing lunch

The Society thanks member, Allan Mitchell for leading this trip.

Participants

Allan Mitchell, Earl James, Matthew James, Alby Foreman, Mary Fathers, Penny & Finnis Baird,
Margaret Sherwood, Francoise Foti, Bev Phelts, Barry Russell, Vivien Joseph, Allan Mitchell,
Julie Mastin, Paula Martin, Col & Judy Beard, Kevin Thiele, Judy Boland, Jim Swan & Roger
Heapy & Marcus joined us at the Billabong.

Photographs provided by Bev Phelts & Allan Mitchell



